




    
      
          
            [image: IDEAS home]
          
	
	  
	
	
	  
	  
            
              
              
		
              
            

            Advanced search
	  

	  

	  

	
	  
	
	
          	
	      Economic literature: papers, articles, software, chapters, books.
	    
	
              Authors
	    
	
              Institutions
	    
	
	      Rankings
	    
	
	      Help/FAQ  
	    
	
	      MyIDEAS 
	    
	
	      More options at page bottom
	    


	

	
          	
	      Economic literature
	    
	
              Authors
	    
	
              Institutions
	    
	
	      Rankings
	    
	
	      Help/FAQ  
	    
	
	      MyIDEAS  (now with weekly email digests)
	    


        

      
    

    
    
    
      
	
	
	
	  
	  
            
              
	      
            

            Advanced search
	  

	  

	  
            Browse Econ Literature

            	Working papers
	Journals
	Software components
	Books
	Book chapters
	JEL classification


	    
            More features

            	Subscribe to new research
	RePEc Biblio
	Author registration
	Economics Virtual Seminar Calendar NEW!


	  

	

	
	  [image: IDEAS home] Printed from https://ideas.repec.org/p/pri/crcwel/wp07-10-ff.pdf.html 
	

	
	
	  

	  
	    



            


            [image: ]
            
            
            


            
            


















 


  My bibliography 
  Save this paper










	  

	  
	    
	    


The Effects of Welfare and Child Support Policies on the Timing and Incidence of Marriage Following a Nonmarital Birth



	
    Author & abstract
  
	
    Download
  
	
    19 References
  
	
    2 Citations
  
	
    Most related
  
	
    Related works & more
  
	
    Corrections
  


    


  

Author

    
      
        Listed:
          	Jean Knab (Princeton University)

	Irv Garfinkel (Columbia University)

	Sara McLanahan (Princeton University)

	Emily Moiduddin (Princeton University)

	Cynthia Osborne (University of Texas, Austin)



 Registered: 









Abstract
Researchers and policy makers have long been concerned that government policies may influence individual behavior in unintended ways. In particular, they worry that by providing mothers with an income that is independent of marriage, welfare and child support policies may discourage marriage and increase union dissolution. Economic theory is clear with respect to the marriage disincentives of welfare for single mothers (Becker 1981), but it is ambiguous with respect to child support. Whereas stronger enforcement reduces the costs of single motherhood for women, making marriage less attractive, it increases the costs for fathers, making marriage more attractive. Which effect dominates is an empirical question. Although empirical studies vary with respect to effect size and methods, the evidence compiled during the 1980s and early 1990s indicates that welfare generosity during this period had a small negative effect on marriage among mothers (Moffitt 1998) whereas strong child support enforcement reduced single motherhood by reducing nonmarital childbearing.
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