




    
      
          
            
          
	
	  
	
	
	  
	  
            
              
              
		
              
            

            Advanced search
	  

	  

	  

	
	  
	
	
          	
	      Economic literature: papers, articles, software, chapters, books.
	    
	
              Authors
	    
	
              Institutions
	    
	
	      Rankings
	    
	
	      Help/FAQ  
	    
	
	      MyIDEAS 
	    
	
	      More options at page bottom
	    


	

	
          	
	      Economic literature
	    
	
              Authors
	    
	
              Institutions
	    
	
	      Rankings
	    
	
	      Help/FAQ  
	    
	
	      MyIDEAS  (now with weekly email digests)
	    


        

      
    

    
    
    
      
	
	
	
	  
	  
            
              
	      
            

            Advanced search
	  

	  

	  
            Browse Econ Literature

            	Working papers
	Journals
	Software components
	Books
	Book chapters
	JEL classification


	    
            More features

            	Subscribe to new research
	RePEc Biblio
	Author registration
	Economics Virtual Seminar Calendar NEW!


	  

	

	
	   Printed from https://ideas.repec.org/p/may/mayecw/n221-12.pdf.html 
	

	
	
	  

	  
	    



            


            
            
            
            


            
            


















 


  My bibliography 
  Save this paper










	  

	  
	    
	    


Incumbent-Quality Advantage and Counterfactual Electoral Stagnation in the U.S. Senate



	
    Author & abstract
  
	
    Download & other version
  
	
    4 References
  
	
    1 Citations
  
	
    Most related
  
	
    Related works & more
  
	
    Corrections
  


    


  

Author

    
      
        Listed:
          	Tuvana Pastine (Department of Economics Finance and Accounting, National University of Ireland, Maynooth)

	Ivan Pastine (Department of Economics,UCD, Dublin)

	Paul Redmond (Department of Economics Finance and Accounting, National University of Ireland, Maynooth)



 Registered: 	Tuvana  Pastine 
	Ivan Erik Pastine 
	Paul  Redmond 










Abstract
This paper presents a simple statistical exercise to provide a benchmark for the degree of electoral stagnation without direct officeholder benefits or challenger scare-off effects. Here electoral stagnation arises solely due to incumbent-quality advantage where the higher quality candidate wins the election. The simulation is calibrated using the observed drop-out rates in the U.S. Senate. From 1946 to 2010, the observed incumbent reelection rate is 81.7 percent; the benchmark with incumbent-quality advantage alone is able to generate a reelection rate of 78.2 percent. In the sub-sample from 1946 to 1978, the reelection rate from the simulation is almost identical to the observed. The rates diverge in the second part of the sub-sample from 1980 to 2010, possibly indicating an increase in electoral stagnation due to incumbency advantage arising for reasons other than incumbent-quality advantage.
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