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Abstract
Marital quality typically declines after the birth of a (first) child, as parenthood brings new identities and responsibilities for mothers and fathers. Yet, it is less clear whether nonmarital, cohabiting relationship quality follows a similar trajectory. This paper uses data from the Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study (N=2,108) with latent growth curve models to examine relationship quality for co-resident couples over nine years after a child's birth. Findings suggest that marriage at birth is protective for couple relationship quality, net of various individual characteristics associated with marriage, compared to all cohabiting couples at birth; however, marriage does not differentiate relationship quality compared to the subset of stably-cohabiting couples. Also, cohabiting couples who get married after the birth have better relationship quality compared to all cohabitors who do not marry though again, not compared to stably-cohabiting couples.

Suggested Citation


	 Marcia J. Carlson & Alicia G. VanOrman, 2013.
 "Trajectories of Couple Relationship Quality after Childbirth: Does Marriage Matter?,"
Working Papers 
1481, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..



Handle: RePEc:pri:crcwel:wp13-14-ff.pdf



 as



HTML
HTML with abstract
plain text
plain text with abstract
BibTeX
RIS (EndNote, RefMan, ProCite)
ReDIF
JSON

 





   

  
    Download full text from publisher


       
       File URL: https://fragilefamilies.princeton.edu/sites/fragilefamilies/files/wp13-14-ff.pdf
Download Restriction: no

--->





  References listed on IDEAS



 as



HTML
HTML with abstract
plain text
plain text with abstract
BibTeX
RIS (EndNote, RefMan, ProCite)
ReDIF
JSON

 




	 Cynthia Osborne & Sara McLanahan, 2007.
 "Partnership Instability and Child Well-being,"
Working Papers 
946, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	  Lee Lillard & Constantijn Panis, 1996.
"Marital status and mortality: The role of health,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 33(3), pages 313-327, August.

	repec:mpr:mprres:5880 is not listed on IDEAS

	  Reichman, Nancy E. & Teitler, Julien O. & Garfinkel, Irwin & McLanahan, Sara S., 2001.
"Fragile Families: sample and design,"
Children and Youth Services Review, Elsevier, vol. 23(4-5), pages 303-326.

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp04-16-ff-osborne is not listed on IDEAS

	repec:mpr:mprres:7321 is not listed on IDEAS

	  DeKlyen, M. & Brooks-Gunn, J. & McLanahan, S. & Knab, J., 2006.
"The mental health of married, cohabiting, and non-coresident parents with infants,"
American Journal of Public Health, American Public Health Association, vol. 96(10), pages 1836-1841.



Full references  (including those not matched with items on IDEAS)




 
    Most related items

These are the items that most often cite the same works as this one and are cited by the same works as this one.
	repec:pri:crcwel:wp13-14-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	  Gerald Eric Daniels & Venoo Kakar & Anoshua Chaudhuri, 2017.
"Racial Differences in Transitions to Marriage for Unmarried Mothers,"
Journal of Family and Economic Issues, Springer, vol. 38(3), pages 370-389, September.

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp07-11-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	 Marcia J. Carlson, 2007.
 "Trajectories of Couple Relationship Quality after Childbirth: Does Marriage Matter?,"
Working Papers 
897, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	 Natasha V. Pilkauskas, 2012.
 "Instability in Three-Generation Family Households and Child Wellbeing,"
Working Papers 
1429, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	 Terry-Ann Craigie, 2008.
 "Effects of Paternal Presence and Family Stability on Child Cognitive Performance,"
Working Papers 
1015, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	 Marcia J. Carlson & Sara S. McLanahan, 2009.
 "Fathers in Fragile Families,"
Working Papers 
1189, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	 Julien O. Teitler & Nancy E. Reichman, 2007.
 "Mental Illness as a Barrier to Marriage Among Mothers With Out-of-Wedlock Births,"
Working Papers 
907, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp10-03-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	 Lawrence M. Berger & Sara S. McLanahan, 2011.
 "Child Wellbeing in Two-Parent Families: How Do Characteristics and Relationships Matter?,"
Working Papers 
1322, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	 Chan, Kwok Ho & Fung, Ka Wai Terence, 2013.
 "The Effect of Social Fathers on the Cognitive Skills of Out-of-Wedlock Children,"
MPRA Paper 
52875, University Library of Munich, Germany.

	  Sara McLanahan, 2009.
"Fragile Families and the Reproduction of Poverty,"
The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, , vol. 621(1), pages 111-131, January.

	 Audrey N. Beck & Carey E. Cooper & Sara S. McLanahan & Jeanne Brooks-Gunn, 2009.
 "Relationship Transitions and Maternal Parenting,"
Working Papers 
1131, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp09-14-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	  Cynthia Osborne & Lawrence Berger & Katherine Magnuson, 2012.
"Family Structure Transitions and Changes in Maternal Resources and Well-being,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 49(1), pages 23-47, February.

	  Kwok Chan & Ka Fung & Ender Demir, 2015.
"The health and behavioral outcomes of out-of-wedlock children from families of social fathers,"
Review of Economics of the Household, Springer, vol. 13(2), pages 385-411, June.

	  Sharon H. Bzostek & Lawrence M. Berger, 2017.
"Family Structure Experiences and Child Socioemotional Development During the First Nine Years of Life: Examining Heterogeneity by Family Structure at Birth,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 54(2), pages 513-540, April.

	 Kristin Turney & Marcia J. Carlson, 2010.
 "Multi-partnered Fertility and Mental Health among Fragile Families,"
Working Papers 
1218, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp07-01-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp12-19-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp08-03-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	 Debra A. Strong & Diane Paulsell & Russell Cole & Sarah A. Avellar & Angela V. D'Angelo & Juliette Henke & Rosalind E. Keith, "undated".
 "Regional Partnership Grant Program Cross-Site Evaluation Design Report,"
Mathematica Policy Research Reports 
d563137afff143e3ab5b6096e, Mathematica Policy Research.

	 Kate S. Adkins & Claire M. Kamp Dush, 2008.
 "Implications of Violent and Controlling Unions for Mothers' Mental Health and Leaving,"
Working Papers 
1084, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	  William Schneider, 2016.
"Relationship Transitions and the Risk for Child Maltreatment,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 53(6), pages 1771-1800, December.

	 Sharon Bzostek & Audrey Beck, 2008.
 "Family Structure And Child Health Outcomes In Fragile Families,"
Working Papers 
1081, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	  Gerald Eric Daniels & Venoo Kakar & Anoshua Chaudhuri, 2017.
"Racial Differences in Transitions to Marriage for Unmarried Mothers,"
Journal of Family and Economic Issues, Springer, vol. 38(3), pages 370-389, September.

	 Gerald Daniels & Venoo Kakar & Anoshua Chaudhuri, 2016.
 "Racial Differences in Transitions to Marriage for Unmarried Mothers,"
Working Papers 
wp16-06-ff.pdf, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..








	 Carey E. Cooper & Cynthia A. Osborne & Audrey N. Beck & Sara S. McLanahan, 2008.
 "Partnership Instability and Child Wellbeing during the Transition to Elementary School,"
Working Papers 
1078, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..






  
     More about this item
  Keywords
 Marriage;  children;  parenthood;  cohabiting;  quality; 
All these keywords.
JEL classification:

 	J12 - Labor and Demographic Economics - - Demographic Economics - - - Marriage; Marital Dissolution; Family Structure
	J13 - Labor and Demographic Economics - - Demographic Economics - - - Fertility; Family Planning; Child Care; Children; Youth
	D19 - Microeconomics - - Household Behavior - - - Other



Statistics

 Access and download statistics




 
    Corrections

    All material on this site has been provided by the respective publishers and authors. You can help correct errors and omissions. When requesting a correction, please mention this item's handle: RePEc:pri:crcwel:wp13-14-ff.pdf. See general information about how to correct material in RePEc.
      

      If you have authored this item and are not yet registered with RePEc, we encourage you to do it here. This allows to link your profile to this item. It also allows you to accept potential citations to this item that we are uncertain about.
      
If CitEc  recognized a bibliographic reference but did not link an item in RePEc to it, you can help with this form .

      If you know of missing items citing this one, you can help us creating those links by adding the relevant references in the same way as above, for each refering item. If you are a registered author of this item, you may also want to check the "citations" tab in your RePEc Author Service profile, as there may be some citations waiting for confirmation.
      

        For technical questions regarding this item, or to correct its authors, title, abstract, bibliographic or download information, contact: Bobray Bordelon (email available below). General contact details of provider: https://edirc.repec.org/data/ccprius.html .







          
      

      





      Please note that corrections may take a couple of weeks to filter through
      the various RePEc services.








  
    More services and features

    
      
        
          MyIDEAS

          Follow serials, authors, keywords & more

        
        
          Author registration

          Public profiles for Economics researchers

        
        
          Rankings

          Various research rankings in Economics

        
        
          RePEc Genealogy

          Who was a student of whom, using RePEc

        
        
          RePEc Biblio

          Curated articles & papers on economics topics

        
      

      
        
          MPRA  

          Upload your paper to be listed on RePEc and IDEAS

        
        
          New papers by email 

          Subscribe to new additions to RePEc

        
        
          EconAcademics

          Blog aggregator for economics research

        
        
          Plagiarism

          Cases of plagiarism in Economics

        
      

      

    

    
      About RePEc

      
        
	  RePEc home 

	  Initiative for open bibliographies in Economics

	
        
          Blog 

          News about RePEc

	
        
          Help/FAQ 

          Questions about IDEAS and RePEc

	
        
          RePEc team

          RePEc volunteers

	
        
          Participating archives

          Publishers indexing in RePEc

	
        
          Privacy statement 

	
      

    

    
      Help us

      
        
          Corrections

          Found an error or omission?

	
        
          Volunteers

          Opportunities to help RePEc

	
        
          Get papers listed

          Have your research listed on RePEc

	
        
          Open a RePEc archive

          Have your institution's/publisher's output listed on RePEc

	
	
          Get RePEc data

          Use data assembled by RePEc

	
      

    




  
    
      IDEAS is a RePEc  service. RePEc uses bibliographic data supplied by the respective publishers.
    

  

  
  


















