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Abstract
Employment rates for married and unmarried mothers in the United States crossed over in the early 1990s, leading to questions about how marital status and family structure affect contemporary maternal employment. A mother's family structure whether she is married, cohabiting or living without a partner may affect her employment through her family's income needs, the instrumental and social support she receives, and her perceived security to pursue her preferred level of employment. Additionally, if a woman has a husband or cohabiting partner, she may take his preference for her employment level into account. Alternatively, selection may explain the association between family structure and maternal employment. In this analysis, I describe how the employment of mothers varies by family structure in the five years after giving birth. Before taking demographic or human capital characteristics into account, married, cohabiting and lone mothers have similar levels of employment. Using covariate adjustments to account for differences in selection, I find that married mothers work less on average than unmarried mothers, and that cohabiting and lone unmarried mothers have very similar employment levels. Family income, family wealth, partner characteristics, and sex role attitudes do not explain this marriage effect. I argue that married mothers work less because they have greater perceived economic security, enabling them to pursue their preferred level of employment when their children are very young. Black married mothers are exceptional; on average, they work more than married white or Hispanic mothers and have similar employment levels as black unmarried mothers. This unique pattern may re ect lower economic security among black married women or a unique set of cultural values regarding the combination of childrearing and employment.

Suggested Citation


	 Christine Percheski, 2008.
 "Maternal Employment After a Birth: Examining Variations by Family Structure,"
Working Papers 
1130, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..



Handle: RePEc:pri:crcwel:wp08-18-ff.pdf



 as



HTML
HTML with abstract
plain text
plain text with abstract
BibTeX
RIS (EndNote, RefMan, ProCite)
ReDIF
JSON

 





   

  
    Download full text from publisher


       
       File URL: https://fragilefamilies.princeton.edu/sites/fragilefamilies/files/wp08-18-ff.pdf
Download Restriction: no

--->





  References listed on IDEAS



 as



HTML
HTML with abstract
plain text
plain text with abstract
BibTeX
RIS (EndNote, RefMan, ProCite)
ReDIF
JSON

 




	 Devah Pager, 2003.
 "The mark of a criminal record,"
Natural Field Experiments 
00319, The Field Experiments Website.

	  Reichman, Nancy E. & Teitler, Julien O. & Garfinkel, Irwin & McLanahan, Sara S., 2001.
"Fragile Families: sample and design,"
Children and Youth Services Review, Elsevier, vol. 23(4-5), pages 303-326.

	  R. Kelly Raley & Larry L. Bumpass, 2003.
"The topography of the divorce plateau,"
Demographic Research, Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Rostock, Germany, vol. 8(8), pages 245-260.



Full references  (including those not matched with items on IDEAS)




    
Citations


Citations are extracted by the CitEc Project, subscribe to its RSS feed for this item.



 as



HTML
HTML with abstract
plain text
plain text with abstract
BibTeX
RIS (EndNote, RefMan, ProCite)
ReDIF
JSON

 






Cited by:
	 Angela Bruns Bruns, 2016.
 "Consequences of Partner Incarceration for Women's Employment,"
Working Papers 
16-01-ff, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..







 
    Most related items

These are the items that most often cite the same works as this one and are cited by the same works as this one.
	 Allison Dwyer Emory, 2019.
 "Unintended Consequences: Protective State Policies and the Employment of Fathers with Criminal Records,"
Working Papers 
wp19-04-ff, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	  Christopher Wildeman & Kristin Turney & Youngmin Yi, 2016.
"Paternal Incarceration and Family Functioning,"
The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, , vol. 665(1), pages 80-97, May.

	  Amanda Geller & Irwin Garfinkel & Bruce Western, 2011.
"Paternal Incarceration and Support for Children in Fragile Families,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 48(1), pages 25-47, February.

	  Kristin Turney & Rachel E. Goldberg, 2019.
"Paternal Incarceration and Early Sexual Onset Among Adolescents,"
Population Research and Policy Review, Springer;Southern Demographic Association (SDA), vol. 38(1), pages 95-123, February.

	 Allison Dwyer Emory, 2017.
 "Explaining the Consequences of Paternal Incarceration for Children's Behavioral Problems,"
Working Papers 
wp17-01-ff, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	 Calvina Ellerbe & Jerrett Jones & Marcia Carlson, 2014.
 "Nonresident Fathersâ€™ Involvement after a Nonmarital Birth: Exploring Differences by Race/Ethnicity,"
Working Papers 
14-07-ff, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	  Elizabeth Thomson & Trude Lappegård & Marcia Carlson & Ann Evans & Edith Gray, 2014.
"Childbearing Across Partnerships in Australia, the United States, Norway, and Sweden,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 51(2), pages 485-508, April.

	  Christopher Wildeman, 2014.
"Parental Incarceration, Child Homelessness, and the Invisible Consequences of Mass Imprisonment,"
The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, , vol. 651(1), pages 74-96, January.

	  Anna R. Haskins, 2017.
"Paternal Incarceration and Childrenâ€™s Schooling Contexts: Intersecting Inequalities of Educational Opportunity,"
The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, , vol. 674(1), pages 134-162, November.

	  Scott W. Allard & Mario L. Small, 2013.
"Reconsidering the Urban Disadvantaged,"
The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, , vol. 647(1), pages 6-20, May.

	 Sharon H. Bzostek & Marcia J. Carlson & Sara S. McLanahan, 2006.
 "Does Mother Know Best?: A Comparison Of Biological And Social Fathers After A Nonmarital Birth,"
Working Papers 
919, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp08-18-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	 Aisenbrey, Silke & Fasang, Anette Eva, 2018.
 "Social location matters: Inequality in work and family life courses at the intersection of gender and race,"
Discussion Papers, Research Group Demography and Inequality 
SP I 2018-601, WZB Berlin Social Science Center.

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp06-27-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	 Angela Bruns Bruns, 2016.
 "Consequences of Partner Incarceration for Women's Employment,"
Working Papers 
16-01-ff, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	 Jayanti Owens & Sara McLanahan, 2018.
 "Unpacking the Drivers of Racial Disparities in School Suspension and Expulsion,"
Working Papers 
wp18-04-ff, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	  Maria Cancian, 2021.
"APPAM Presidential Address: Reflections on Who Counts and Why it Matters,"
Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., vol. 40(2), pages 324-347, March.

	 Amanda Geller & Ellis Monk, 2019.
 "Race, Skin Tone, and Police Contact Among Contemporary Teens,"
Working Papers 
wp19-07-ff, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	 Julia S. Goldberg, 2011.
 "Identity Salience and Involvement among Resident and Nonresident Fathers,"
Working Papers 
1323, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	  Ronald Mincy & Jennifer Hill & Marilyn Sinkewicz, 2009.
"Marriage: Cause or mere indicator of future earnings growth?,"
Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., vol. 28(3), pages 417-439.

	  Steven Raphael, 2014.
"The New Scarlet Letter? Negotiating the U.S. Labor Market with a Criminal Record,"
Books from Upjohn Press,
W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research, number nsc, November.

	 Natasha V. Pilkauskas, 2012.
 "Instability in Three-Generation Family Households and Child Wellbeing,"
Working Papers 
1429, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..






  
     More about this item
  Keywords
 Employment;  motherhood;  martial status;  family structure; 
All these keywords.
JEL classification:

 	J30 - Labor and Demographic Economics - - Wages, Compensation, and Labor Costs - - - General
	D60 - Microeconomics - - Welfare Economics - - - General
	I19 - Health, Education, and Welfare - - Health - - - Other
	J12 - Labor and Demographic Economics - - Demographic Economics - - - Marriage; Marital Dissolution; Family Structure
	J13 - Labor and Demographic Economics - - Demographic Economics - - - Fertility; Family Planning; Child Care; Children; Youth



Statistics

 Access and download statistics




 
    Corrections

    All material on this site has been provided by the respective publishers and authors. You can help correct errors and omissions. When requesting a correction, please mention this item's handle: RePEc:pri:crcwel:wp08-18-ff.pdf. See general information about how to correct material in RePEc.
      

      If you have authored this item and are not yet registered with RePEc, we encourage you to do it here. This allows to link your profile to this item. It also allows you to accept potential citations to this item that we are uncertain about.
      
If CitEc  recognized a bibliographic reference but did not link an item in RePEc to it, you can help with this form .

      If you know of missing items citing this one, you can help us creating those links by adding the relevant references in the same way as above, for each refering item. If you are a registered author of this item, you may also want to check the "citations" tab in your RePEc Author Service profile, as there may be some citations waiting for confirmation.
      

        For technical questions regarding this item, or to correct its authors, title, abstract, bibliographic or download information, contact: Bobray Bordelon (email available below). General contact details of provider: https://edirc.repec.org/data/ccprius.html .







          
      

      





      Please note that corrections may take a couple of weeks to filter through
      the various RePEc services.








  
    More services and features

    
      
        
          MyIDEAS

          Follow serials, authors, keywords & more

        
        
          Author registration

          Public profiles for Economics researchers

        
        
          Rankings

          Various research rankings in Economics

        
        
          RePEc Genealogy

          Who was a student of whom, using RePEc

        
        
          RePEc Biblio

          Curated articles & papers on economics topics

        
      

      
        
          MPRA  

          Upload your paper to be listed on RePEc and IDEAS

        
        
          New papers by email 

          Subscribe to new additions to RePEc

        
        
          EconAcademics

          Blog aggregator for economics research

        
        
          Plagiarism

          Cases of plagiarism in Economics

        
      

      

    

    
      About RePEc

      
        
	  RePEc home 

	  Initiative for open bibliographies in Economics

	
        
          Blog 

          News about RePEc

	
        
          Help/FAQ 

          Questions about IDEAS and RePEc

	
        
          RePEc team

          RePEc volunteers

	
        
          Participating archives

          Publishers indexing in RePEc

	
        
          Privacy statement 

	
      

    

    
      Help us

      
        
          Corrections

          Found an error or omission?

	
        
          Volunteers

          Opportunities to help RePEc

	
        
          Get papers listed

          Have your research listed on RePEc

	
        
          Open a RePEc archive

          Have your institution's/publisher's output listed on RePEc

	
	
          Get RePEc data

          Use data assembled by RePEc

	
      

    




  
    
      IDEAS is a RePEc  service. RePEc uses bibliographic data supplied by the respective publishers.
    

  

  
  


















