




    
      
          
            [image: IDEAS home]
          
	
	  
	
	
	  
	  
            
              
              
		
              
            

            Advanced search
	  

	  

	  

	
	  
	
	
          	
	      Economic literature: papers, articles, software, chapters, books.
	    
	
              Authors
	    
	
              Institutions
	    
	
	      Rankings
	    
	
	      Help/FAQ  
	    
	
	      MyIDEAS 
	    
	
	      More options at page bottom
	    


	

	
          	
	      Economic literature
	    
	
              Authors
	    
	
              Institutions
	    
	
	      Rankings
	    
	
	      Help/FAQ  
	    
	
	      MyIDEAS  (now with weekly email digests)
	    


        

      
    

    
    
    
      
	
	
	
	  
	  
            
              
	      
            

            Advanced search
	  

	  

	  
            Browse Econ Literature

            	Working papers
	Journals
	Software components
	Books
	Book chapters
	JEL classification


	    
            More features

            	Subscribe to new research
	RePEc Biblio
	Author registration
	Economics Virtual Seminar Calendar NEW!


	  

	

	
	  [image: IDEAS home] Printed from https://ideas.repec.org/p/pri/rpdevs/deaton_measuringpoverty_204.pdf.html 
	

	
	
	  

	  
	    



            


            [image: ]
            
            
            


            
            


















 


  My bibliography 
  Save this paper










	  

	  
	    
	    


Measuring poverty in a growing world (or measuring growth in a poor world)



	
    Author & abstract
  
	
    Download & other version
  
	
    15 References
  
	
    367 Citations
  
	
    Most related
  
	
    Related works & more
  
	
    Corrections
  


    


  

Author

    
      
        Listed:
          	Angus Deaton (Princeton University)



 Registered: 	Angus S. Deaton 










Abstract
The extent to which growth reduces global poverty has been disputed for 30 years. Although there is better data than ever before, controversies are not resolved. A major problem is that consumption measured from household surveys, which is used to measure poverty, grows less rapidly than consumption measured in national accounts, in the world as a whole, and in large countries, particularly India, China, and the US. In consequence, measured poverty has fallen less rapidly than appears warranted by measured growth in poor countries. One plausible cause is that richer households are less likely to participate in surveys. But growth in the national accounts is also upwardly biased, and consumption in the national accounts contains large and rapidly growing items that are not consumed by the poor and not included in surveys. So it is possible for consumption of the poor to grow less rapidly than national consumption, without any increase in measured inequality. Current statistical procedures in poor countries understate the rate of global poverty reduction, and overstate growth in the world.
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