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Abstract
This paper presents a descriptive account of health and economic status in India and South Africa -- countries in very different positions in the international hierarchy of life expectancy and income. The paper emphasizes the lack of any simple and reliable relationship between health and wealth between and within our sites in rural Rajasthan, in a shack township outside of Cape Town, and in a rural South African site that, until 1994, was part of a Bantustan. Income levels across our sites are roughly in the ratio of 4:2:1, with urban South Africa richest and rural Rajasthan poorest, while ownership of durable goods, often used as a short-cut measure or check of living standards, are in the ratio of 3:2:1. These differences in economic status are reflected in respondents' own reports of financial status. People know that they are poor, but appear to adapt their expectations to local conditions, at least to some extent. The South Africans are taller and heavier than the Indians -- although their children are no taller at the same age. South African self-assessed physical and mental health is no better, and South Africans are more likely to report that they have to miss meals for lack of money. In spite of differences in incomes across the three sites, South Africans and Indians report a very similar list of symptoms of ill-health. Although they have much lower incomes, urban women in South Africa have fully caught up with black American women in the prevalence of obesity, and are catching up in terms of hypertension. These women have the misfortune to be experiencing many of the diseases of affluence without experiencing affluence itself.

Suggested Citation


	 Anne Case & Angus Deaton, 2006.
 "Health and wellbeing in Udaipur and South Africa,"
Working Papers 
163, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Research Program in Development Studies..



Handle: RePEc:pri:rpdevs:health_and_wellbeing_in_udaipur_and_south_africa.pdf



 as



HTML
HTML with abstract
plain text
plain text with abstract
BibTeX
RIS (EndNote, RefMan, ProCite)
ReDIF
JSON

 





   

  
    Download full text from publisher


       
       File URL: https://rpds.princeton.edu/sites/rpds/files/media/health_and_wellbeing_in_udaipur_and_south_africa.pdf
Download Restriction: no

--->

Other versions of this item:

	  Anne Case & Angus Deaton, 2009.
"Health and Well-Being in Udaipur and South Africa,"
NBER Chapters, in:  Developments in the Economics of Aging, pages 317-349,
National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc.



	 Anne Case & Angus Deaton, 2006.
 "Health and wellbeing in Udaipur and South Africa,"
Working Papers 
234, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Health and Wellbeing..







  References listed on IDEAS



 as



HTML
HTML with abstract
plain text
plain text with abstract
BibTeX
RIS (EndNote, RefMan, ProCite)
ReDIF
JSON

 




	  Gary S. Becker & Tomas J. Philipson & Rodrigo R. Soares, 2005.
"The Quantity and Quality of Life and the Evolution of World Inequality,"
American Economic Review, American Economic Association, vol. 95(1), pages 277-291, March.

	 Gary S. Becker & Tomas J. Philipson & Rodrigo R. Soares, 2003.
 "The Quantity and Quality of Life and the Evolution of World Inequality,"
NBER Working Papers 
9765, National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc.


	 Becker, Gary S., 2004.
 "The Quantity and Quality of Life and the Evolution of World Inequality,"
Working Papers 
192, The University of Chicago Booth School of Business, George J. Stigler Center for the Study of the Economy and the State.







	  Easterlin,Richard A., 2006.
"The Reluctant Economist,"
Cambridge Books,
Cambridge University Press, number 9780521685115.

	  Easterlin,Richard A., 2004.
"The Reluctant Economist,"
Cambridge Books,
Cambridge University Press, number 9780521829748.





	repec:pri:cheawb:case_deaton_healthwealth is not listed on IDEAS

	  Deon Filmer & Lant Pritchett, 2001.
"Estimating Wealth Effects Without Expenditure Data—Or Tears: An Application To Educational Enrollments In States Of India,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 38(1), pages 115-132, February.

	repec:pri:rpdevs:case_deaton_healthwealth is not listed on IDEAS

	  Anne Case & Angus Deaton, 2005.
"Health and Wealth among the Poor: India and South Africa Compared,"
American Economic Review, American Economic Association, vol. 95(2), pages 229-233, May.

	 Anne Case & Angus Deaton, 2005.
 "Health and wealth among the poor: India and South Africa compared,"
Working Papers 
236, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Health and Wellbeing..


	 Anne Case & Angus Deaton, 2005.
 "Health and wealth among the poor: India and South Africa compared,"
Working Papers 
169, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Research Program in Development Studies..







	  Sen, Amartya, 1998.
"Mortality as an Indicator of Economic Success and Failure,"
Economic Journal, Royal Economic Society, vol. 108(446), pages 1-25, January.

	 Amartya Sen, 1995.
 "Mortality as an Indicator of Economic Success and Failure,"
Papers 
innlec95/2, Innocenti Lectures.








	repec:pri:rpdevs:case_deaton_healthwealth.pdf is not listed on IDEAS

	repec:pri:cheawb:case_deaton_healthwealth.pdf is not listed on IDEAS

	  Richard A. Easterlin, 1980.
"Population and Economic Change in Developing Countries,"
NBER Books,
National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc, number east80-1, October.

	 Abhijit Banerjee & Angus Deaton & Esther Duflo, 2004.
 "Health care delivery in rural rajasthan,"
Framed Field Experiments 
00120, The Field Experiments Website.

	  World Bank, 2002.
"Globalization, Growth, and Poverty : Building an Inclusive World Economy,"
World Bank Publications - Books,
The World Bank Group, number 14051, December.

	  Lant Pritchett & Lawrence H. Summers, 1996.
"Wealthier is Healthier,"
Journal of Human Resources, University of Wisconsin Press, vol. 31(4), pages 841-868.

	 Pritchett, Lant & Summers, Lawrence H., 1993.
 "Wealthier is healthier,"
Policy Research Working Paper Series 
1150, The World Bank.








	 Filmer, Deon*Pritchett, Lant, 1998.
 "Estimating wealth effects without expenditure data - or tears : with an application to educational enrollments in states of India,"
Policy Research Working Paper Series 
1994, The World Bank.

	  Roderick Floud & Kenneth Wachter & Annabel Gregory, 1990.
"Height, Health, and History: Nutritional Status in the United Kingdom, 1750-1980,"
NBER Books,
National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc, number flou90-1, October.

	  Richard H. Steckel, 1995.
"Stature and the Standard of Living,"
Journal of Economic Literature, American Economic Association, vol. 33(4), pages 1903-1940, December.



Full references  (including those not matched with items on IDEAS)




    
Citations


Citations are extracted by the CitEc Project, subscribe to its RSS feed for this item.



 as



HTML
HTML with abstract
plain text
plain text with abstract
BibTeX
RIS (EndNote, RefMan, ProCite)
ReDIF
JSON

 






Cited by:
	  Case, Anne & Menendez, Alicia, 2009.
"Sex differences in obesity rates in poor countries: Evidence from South Africa,"
Economics & Human Biology, Elsevier, vol. 7(3), pages 271-282, December.

	 Anne Case & Alicia Menendez, 2007.
 "Sex Differences in Obesity Rates in Poor Countries: Evidence from South Africa,"
Working Papers 
1004, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Research Program in Development Studies..


	 Anne Case & Alicia Menendez, 2009.
 "Sex Differences In Obesity Rates In Poor Countries: Evidence From South Africa,"
Working Papers 
1020, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Health and Wellbeing..

	 Anne Case & Alicia Menendez, 2007.
 "Sex Differences in Obesity Rates in Poor Countries: Evidence from South Africa,"
NBER Working Papers 
13541, National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc.







	  Vu, Trung V., 2020.
"Economic complexity and health outcomes: A global perspective,"
Social Science & Medicine, Elsevier, vol. 265(C).

	 Vu, Trung V., 2020.
 "Economic complexity and health outcomes: A global perspective,"
MPRA Paper 
101237, University Library of Munich, Germany.








	  Md Sayed Hasan & Somnath Ghosal, 2023.
"Gender differentials in the choice of in‐patient healthcare services among the older adults in India: A cross‐sectional study,"
International Journal of Health Planning and Management, Wiley Blackwell, vol. 38(5), pages 1464-1482, September.

	  Husain, Muhammad Jami, 2010.
"Contribution of health to economic development: A survey and overview,"
Economics - The Open-Access, Open-Assessment E-Journal (2007-2020), Kiel Institute for the World Economy (IfW Kiel), vol. 4, pages 1-52.

	 Faqin Lin & Nicholas C.S. Sim & Ngoc Pham, 2015.
 "Child Mortality in the LDCs: The Role of Trade, Institutions and Environmental Quality,"
School of Economics and Public Policy Working Papers 
2015-15, University of Adelaide, School of Economics and Public Policy.

	  Muhammad Jami Husain, 2012.
"Alternative Estimates of the Effect of the Increase of Life Expectancy on Economic Growth,"
Economics Bulletin, AccessEcon, vol. 32(4), pages 3025-3035.

	  Roy, Kakoli & Chaudhuri, Anoshua, 2008.
"Influence of socioeconomic status, wealth and financial empowerment on gender differences in health and healthcare utilization in later life: evidence from India,"
Social Science & Medicine, Elsevier, vol. 66(9), pages 1951-1962, May.







 
    Most related items

These are the items that most often cite the same works as this one and are cited by the same works as this one.
	  Schultz, T. Paul, 2010.
"Population and Health Policies,"
Handbook of Development Economics, in:  Dani Rodrik & Mark Rosenzweig (ed.), Handbook of Development Economics, edition 1, volume 5, chapter 0, pages 4785-4881,
Elsevier.

	 Schultz, T. Paul, 2009.
 "Population and Health Policies,"
Center Discussion Papers 
52224, Yale University, Economic Growth Center.


	 T. Paul Schultz, 2009.
 "Population and Health Policies,"
Working Papers 
974, Economic Growth Center, Yale University.

	 Schultz, T. Paul, 2009.
 "Population and Health Policies,"
IZA Discussion Papers 
4340, Institute of Labor Economics (IZA).

	 Schultz, Paul, 2009.
 "Population and Health Policies,"
Working Papers 
66, Yale University, Department of Economics.







	  Birchenall, Javier A., 2007.
"Economic Development and the Escape from High Mortality,"
World Development, Elsevier, vol. 35(4), pages 543-568, April.

	  David Cutler & Angus Deaton & Adriana Lleras-Muney, 2006.
"The Determinants of Mortality,"
Journal of Economic Perspectives, American Economic Association, vol. 20(3), pages 97-120, Summer.

	 David Cutler & Angus Deaton & Adriana Lleras-Muney, 2005.
 "The Determinants of Mortality,"
Working Papers 
235, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Health and Wellbeing..


	 David M. Cutler & Angus S. Deaton & Adriana Lleras-Muney, 2006.
 "The Determinants of Mortality,"
NBER Working Papers 
11963, National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc.

	 Cutler, David & Lleras-Muney, Adriana & Deaton, Angus, 2006.
 "The Determinants of Mortality,"
Scholarly Articles 
2640588, Harvard University Department of Economics.

	 David M. Cutler, 2006.
 "The Determinants of Mortality,"
Working Papers 
id:359, eSocialSciences.

	 David Cutler & Angus Deaton & Adriana Lleras-Muney, 2005.
 "The Determinants of Mortality,"
Working Papers 
164, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Research Program in Development Studies..







	 Angus Deaton, 2004.
 "Health in an Age of Globalization,"
NBER Working Papers 
10669, National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc.

	 Angus Deaton, 2004.
 "Health in an age of globalization,"
Working Papers 
172, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Research Program in Development Studies..

	 Angus Deaton, 2004.
 "Health in an age of globalization,"
Working Papers 
245, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Health and Wellbeing..







	 Schultz, T. Paul, 2005.
 "Productive Benefits of Health: Evidence from Low-Income Countries,"
IZA Discussion Papers 
1482, Institute of Labor Economics (IZA).

	 Schultz, T. Paul, 2005.
 "Productive Benefits of Health: Evidence from Low-Income Countries,"
Center Discussion Papers 
28532, Yale University, Economic Growth Center.

	 T. Paul Schultz, 2005.
 "Productive Benefits of Health: Evidence from Low-Income Countries,"
Working Papers 
903, Economic Growth Center, Yale University.







	  Vrachimis Konstantinos & Zachariadis Marios, 2013.
"A contribution to the empirics of welfare growth,"
The B.E. Journal of Macroeconomics, De Gruyter, vol. 13(1), pages 1-32, April.

	 Konstantinos Vrachimis & Marios Zachariadis, 2010.
 "A Contribution to the Empirics of Welfare Growth,"
University of Cyprus Working Papers in Economics 
01-2010, University of Cyprus Department of Economics.








	  Bienvenido Ortega & Antonio Casquero & Jesús Sanjuán, 2016.
"Corruption and Convergence in Human Development: Evidence from 69 Countries During 1990–2012,"
Social Indicators Research: An International and Interdisciplinary Journal for Quality-of-Life Measurement, Springer, vol. 127(2), pages 691-719, June.

	 Lisa Chauvet & Flore Gubert & Sandrine Mesplé-Somps, 2009.
 "Are Remittances More Effective Than Aid To Reduce Child Mortality ? An Empirical Assessment using Inter and Intra-Country Data,"
Working Papers 
halshs-00966367, HAL.

	 Lisa Chauvet & Flore Gubert & Sandrine Mesplé-Somps, 2009.
 "Are Remittances More Effective Than Aid To Reduce Child Mortality? An Empirical Assessment using Inter and Intra-Country Data,"
Working Papers 
DT/2009/11, DIAL (Développement, Institutions et Mondialisation).

	 Lisa Chauvet & Flore Gubert & Sandrine Mesplé-Somps, 2009.
 "Are Remittances More Effective Than Aid To Reduce Child Mortality ? An Empirical Assessment using Inter and Intra-Country Data,"
PSE - G-MOND WORKING PAPERS 
halshs-00966367, HAL.







	  Francesco Ricci & Marios Zachariadis, 2013.
"Education Externalities on Longevity,"
Economica, London School of Economics and Political Science, vol. 80(319), pages 404-440, July.

	 Francesco Ricci & Marios Zachariadis, 2008.
 "Longevity and Education: A Macroeconomic Perspective,"
University of Cyprus Working Papers in Economics 
1-2008, University of Cyprus Department of Economics.


	 RICCI Francesco & ZACHARIADIS Marios, 2009.
 "Longevity and Education Externalities: A Macroeconomic Perspective,"
LERNA Working Papers 
09.02.278, LERNA, University of Toulouse.

	 Ricci, Francesco & Zachariadis, Marios, 2009.
 "Longevity and Education Externalities: A Macroeconomic Perspective,"
TSE Working Papers 
09-009, Toulouse School of Economics (TSE).







	  Behrman, Jere R. & Skoufias, Emmanuel, 2004.
"Correlates and determinants of child anthropometrics in Latin America: background and overview of the symposium,"
Economics & Human Biology, Elsevier, vol. 2(3), pages 335-351, December.

	 Jere R. Behrman & Emmanuel Skoufias, 2004.
 "Correlates and Determinants of Child Anthropometrics in Latin America: Background and Overview of the Symposium,"
Research Department Publications 
3191, Inter-American Development Bank, Research Department.








	 Eliana Jimenez & Ignacio Correa-Valez & Richard P.C. Brown, 2008.
 "Wealthy and Healthy in the South Pacific,"
Discussion Papers Series 
378, School of Economics, University of Queensland, Australia.

	  Michael Lokshin & Martin Ravallion, 2008.
"Testing for an economic gradient in health status using subjective data,"
Health Economics, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., vol. 17(11), pages 1237-1259, November.

	  Laia Maynou & Marc Saez & Jordi Bacaria & Guillem Lopez-Casasnovas, 2015.
"Health inequalities in the European Union: an empirical analysis of the dynamics of regional differences,"
The European Journal of Health Economics, Springer;Deutsche Gesellschaft für Gesundheitsökonomie (DGGÖ), vol. 16(5), pages 543-559, June.

	 Angus Deaton, 2005.
 "The Great Escape: A Review Essay on Fogel's The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, 1700-2100,"
Working Papers 
166, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Research Program in Development Studies..

	 Angus Deaton, 2005.
 "The Great Escape: A Review Essay on Fogel's The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, 1700-2100,"
Working Papers 
238, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Health and Wellbeing..

	 Angus Deaton, 2005.
 "The Great Escape: A Review Essay on Fogel's 'The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, 1700-2100',"
NBER Working Papers 
11308, National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc.







	 Laia Maynou Pujolras, 2013.
 "Health convergence analysis of the EU regions: 1995 and 2009,"
ERSA conference papers 
ersa13p88, European Regional Science Association.

	 Johannes Gräb & Jan Priebe, 2009.
 "Low Malnutrition but High Mortality: Explaining the Paradox of the Lake Victoria Region,"
Ibero America Institute for Econ. Research (IAI) Discussion Papers 
185, Ibero-America Institute for Economic Research.

	 Priebe, Jan & Gräb, Johannes, 2009.
 "Low Malnutrition but High Mortality: Explaining the Paradox of the Lake Victoria Region,"
Proceedings of the German Development Economics Conference, Frankfurt a.M. 2009 
26, Verein für Socialpolitik, Research Committee Development Economics.







	  Oster, Emily, 2012.
"HIV and sexual behavior change: Why not Africa?,"
Journal of Health Economics, Elsevier, vol. 31(1), pages 35-49.

	 Emily Oster, 2007.
 "HIV and Sexual Behavior Change: Why Not Africa?,"
NBER Working Papers 
13049, National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc.








	  Michael Lokshin & Martin Ravallion, 2008.
"Testing for an economic gradient in health status using subjective data,"
Health Economics, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., vol. 17(11), pages 1237-1259.

	 Sonia Bhalotra, 2006.
 "Childhood Mortality and Economic Growth,"
WIDER Working Paper Series 
RP2006-79, World Institute for Development Economic Research (UNU-WIDER).

	 Sonia Bhalotra, 2008.
 "Childhood Mortality and Economic Growth,"
The Centre for Market and Public Organisation 
08/188, The Centre for Market and Public Organisation, University of Bristol, UK.







	 Soiliou Namoro & Rania Roushdy, 2008.
 "Intergenerational Transmission of Fertility Preferences: A Test of the Cultural Substitution Assumption,"
Working Paper 
352, Department of Economics, University of Pittsburgh, revised Nov 2008.






  
     More about this item
  Keywords
 India;  South Africa; JEL classification:

 	I12 - Health, Education, and Welfare - - Health - - - Health Behavior
	I31 - Health, Education, and Welfare - - Welfare, Well-Being, and Poverty - - - General Welfare, Well-Being



Statistics

 Access and download statistics




 
    Corrections

    All material on this site has been provided by the respective publishers and authors. You can help correct errors and omissions. When requesting a correction, please mention this item's handle: RePEc:pri:rpdevs:health_and_wellbeing_in_udaipur_and_south_africa.pdf. See general information about how to correct material in RePEc.
      

      If you have authored this item and are not yet registered with RePEc, we encourage you to do it here. This allows to link your profile to this item. It also allows you to accept potential citations to this item that we are uncertain about.
      
If CitEc  recognized a bibliographic reference but did not link an item in RePEc to it, you can help with this form .

      If you know of missing items citing this one, you can help us creating those links by adding the relevant references in the same way as above, for each refering item. If you are a registered author of this item, you may also want to check the "citations" tab in your RePEc Author Service profile, as there may be some citations waiting for confirmation.
      

        For technical questions regarding this item, or to correct its authors, title, abstract, bibliographic or download information, contact: Bobray Bordelon (email available below). General contact details of provider: https://edirc.repec.org/data/rpprius.html .







          
      

      





      Please note that corrections may take a couple of weeks to filter through
      the various RePEc services.








  
    More services and features

    
      
        
          MyIDEAS

          Follow serials, authors, keywords & more

        
        
          Author registration

          Public profiles for Economics researchers

        
        
          Rankings

          Various research rankings in Economics

        
        
          RePEc Genealogy

          Who was a student of whom, using RePEc

        
        
          RePEc Biblio

          Curated articles & papers on economics topics

        
      

      
        
          MPRA  

          Upload your paper to be listed on RePEc and IDEAS

        
        
          New papers by email 

          Subscribe to new additions to RePEc

        
        
          EconAcademics

          Blog aggregator for economics research

        
        
          Plagiarism

          Cases of plagiarism in Economics

        
      

      

    

    
      About RePEc

      
        
	  RePEc home 

	  Initiative for open bibliographies in Economics

	
        
          Blog 

          News about RePEc

	
        
          Help/FAQ 

          Questions about IDEAS and RePEc

	
        
          RePEc team

          RePEc volunteers

	
        
          Participating archives

          Publishers indexing in RePEc

	
        
          Privacy statement 

	
      

    

    
      Help us

      
        
          Corrections

          Found an error or omission?

	
        
          Volunteers

          Opportunities to help RePEc

	
        
          Get papers listed

          Have your research listed on RePEc

	
        
          Open a RePEc archive

          Have your institution's/publisher's output listed on RePEc

	
	
          Get RePEc data

          Use data assembled by RePEc

	
      

    




  
    
      IDEAS is a RePEc  service. RePEc uses bibliographic data supplied by the respective publishers.
    

  

  
  


















