




    
      
          
            [image: IDEAS home]
          
	
	  
	
	
	  
	  
            
              
              
		
              
            

            Advanced search
	  

	  

	  

	
	  
	
	
          	
	      Economic literature: papers, articles, software, chapters, books.
	    
	
              Authors
	    
	
              Institutions
	    
	
	      Rankings
	    
	
	      Help/FAQ  
	    
	
	      MyIDEAS 
	    
	
	      More options at page bottom
	    


	

	
          	
	      Economic literature
	    
	
              Authors
	    
	
              Institutions
	    
	
	      Rankings
	    
	
	      Help/FAQ  
	    
	
	      MyIDEAS  (now with weekly email digests)
	    


        

      
    

    
    
    
      
	
	
	
	  
	  
            
              
	      
            

            Advanced search
	  

	  

	  
            Browse Econ Literature

            	Working papers
	Journals
	Software components
	Books
	Book chapters
	JEL classification


	    
            More features

            	Subscribe to new research
	RePEc Biblio
	Author registration
	Economics Virtual Seminar Calendar NEW!


	  

	

	
	  [image: IDEAS home] Printed from https://ideas.repec.org/p/pri/rpdevs/deaton_the_great_escape_jel.pdf.html 
	

	
	
	  

	  
	    



            


            [image: ]
            
            
            


            
            


















 


  My bibliography 
  Save this paper










	  

	  
	    
	    


The Great Escape: A Review Essay on Fogel's The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, 1700-2100



	
    Author & abstract
  
	
    Download & other version
  
	
    17 References
  
	
    3 Citations
  
	
    Most related
  
	
    Related works & more
  
	
    Corrections
  


    


  

Author

    
      
        Listed:
          	Angus Deaton (Princeton University)



 Registered: 	Angus S. Deaton 










Abstract
In this essay, I review Robert Fogel's The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, 1700?2100 which is concerned with the past, present, and future of human health. Fogel's work places great emphasis on nutrition, not only for the history of health, but for explaining aspects of current health, not only in comparing poor and rich countries, but in thinking about rich countries now and in the future. I discuss Fogel's analysis alongside alternative interpretations that place greater emphasis on the historical role of public health, and on the current and future role of improvements in medical technology.
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