




    
      
          
            
          
	
	  
	
	
	  
	  
            
              
              
		
              
            

            Advanced search
	  

	  

	  

	
	  
	
	
          	
	      Economic literature: papers, articles, software, chapters, books.
	    
	
              Authors
	    
	
              Institutions
	    
	
	      Rankings
	    
	
	      Help/FAQ  
	    
	
	      MyIDEAS 
	    
	
	      More options at page bottom
	    


	

	
          	
	      Economic literature
	    
	
              Authors
	    
	
              Institutions
	    
	
	      Rankings
	    
	
	      Help/FAQ  
	    
	
	      MyIDEAS  (now with weekly email digests)
	    


        

      
    

    
    
    
      
	
	
	
	  
	  
            
              
	      
            

            Advanced search
	  

	  

	  
            Browse Econ Literature

            	Working papers
	Journals
	Software components
	Books
	Book chapters
	JEL classification


	    
            More features

            	Subscribe to new research
	RePEc Biblio
	Author registration
	Economics Virtual Seminar Calendar NEW!


	  

	

	
	   Printed from https://ideas.repec.org/p/pri/opopre/opr0202.pdf.html 
	

	
	
	  

	  
	    



            


            
            
            
            


            
            


















 


  My bibliography 
  Save this paper










	  

	  
	    
	    


Social Ties and Perceived Support: Two Dimensions of Social Relationships and Health Among the Elderly in Taiwan



	
    Author & abstract
  
	
    Download
  
	
    Related works & more
  
	
    Corrections
  


    


  

Author

    
      
        Listed:
          	Jennifer C. Cornman (Princeton University)

	Noreen Goldman (Princeton University)

	Dana A. Glei (Georgetown University)

	Maxine Weinstein (Georgetown University)

	Ming-Cheng Chang (Bureau of Health Promotions, Department of Health, Taiwan)



 Registered: 









Abstract
Assess the effects of social relationships on physical and mental health among the elderly in Taiwan. Using four waves of a survey of the elderly, we examine the relationship between social ties and perceived support and four health outcomes -- mortality, functional status, self-assessed health and depression. Perceived support and social ties are related to health, but many of the apparent effects are attenuated in the presence of controls for prior health. However, positive perceptions about support are protective of mental (but not physical) health. If baseline health is ignored, estimates of the effects of social relationships on health at a given stage of life are likely to be inflated by reverse causality or by effects occurring prior to baseline. Inclusion of controls for initial health reveals that, in general, the relationship between social support and health at the older ages in Taiwan is relatively modest.
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