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Abstract
While demographers have continued to document the notable family changes that have occurred in recent decades, the nature of family functioning across diverse family forms is less well understood. In particular, we know little about the level and quality of parental investment that children receive across a range of contemporary family types. In this paper, we use data from a recent U.S. urban birth cohort to examine the ?package? of parental involvement that young children receive in two key domains across family types. We aggregate parent-child engagement across three potential parent(-figures) - biological mothers, biological fathers (resident or non-resident), and resident social fathers - and also assess the child?s household income. We examine parental investments at child age 5 and changes in investments between child ages 1 to 5 by family structure categories. Overall, we find that children living with both of their (married) biological parents are advantaged with respect to both economic resources and parental engagement, while children living with single mothers fare especially poorly in both domains; children in social-father families receive similar levels of engagement to those in biological-father families but are much less economically advantaged. Our research sheds light on the consequences of changing family demography for parental investments in children and may have implications for public policies designed to support disadvantaged families.

Suggested Citation


	 Marcia J. Carlson & Lawrence M. Berger, 2010.
 "What Kids Get from Parents: Packages of Parental Involvement across Complex Family Forms,"
Working Papers 
1272, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..



Handle: RePEc:pri:crcwel:wp10-13-ff.pdf



 as



HTML
HTML with abstract
plain text
plain text with abstract
BibTeX
RIS (EndNote, RefMan, ProCite)
ReDIF
JSON

 





   

  
    Download full text from publisher


       
       File URL: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254446140_What_Kids_Get_from_Parents_Packages_of_Parental_Involvement_across_Complex_Family_Forms
Download Restriction: no

--->





  References listed on IDEAS



 as



HTML
HTML with abstract
plain text
plain text with abstract
BibTeX
RIS (EndNote, RefMan, ProCite)
ReDIF
JSON

 




	 Cynthia Osborne & Sara McLanahan, 2007.
 "Partnership Instability and Child Well-being,"
Working Papers 
946, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	  Steven P. Martin, 2006.
"Trends in Marital Dissolution by Women's Education in the United States,"
Demographic Research, Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Rostock, Germany, vol. 15(20), pages 537-560.

	  Reichman, Nancy E. & Teitler, Julien O. & Garfinkel, Irwin & McLanahan, Sara S., 2001.
"Fragile Families: sample and design,"
Children and Youth Services Review, Elsevier, vol. 23(4-5), pages 303-326.

	  Laura Tach & Ronald Mincy & Kathryn Edin, 2010.
"Parenting as A “package deal”: Relationships, fertility, and nonresident father involvement among unmarried parents,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 47(1), pages 181-204, February.

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp04-16-ff-osborne is not listed on IDEAS

	  Suzanne Bianchi, 2000.
"Maternal employment and time with children: Dramatic change or surprising continuity?,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 37(4), pages 401-414, November.

	  Ronald Mincy & Jennifer Hill & Marilyn Sinkewicz, 2009.
"Marriage: Cause or mere indicator of future earnings growth?,"
Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., vol. 28(3), pages 417-439.



Full references  (including those not matched with items on IDEAS)




 
    Most related items

These are the items that most often cite the same works as this one and are cited by the same works as this one.
	repec:pri:crcwel:wp10-13-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	  William Schneider, 2016.
"Relationship Transitions and the Risk for Child Maltreatment,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 53(6), pages 1771-1800, December.

	  Kelly Musick & Katherine Michelmore, 2015.
"Change in the Stability of Marital and Cohabiting Unions Following the Birth of a Child,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 52(5), pages 1463-1485, October.

	 Julia S. Goldberg, 2011.
 "Identity Salience and Involvement among Resident and Nonresident Fathers,"
Working Papers 
1323, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	 Natasha V. Pilkauskas, 2012.
 "Instability in Three-Generation Family Households and Child Wellbeing,"
Working Papers 
1429, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp12-10-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	 Marcia J. Carlson & Robin S. HÃ¶gnÃ¤s, 2010.
 "Coparenting in Fragile Families,"
Working Papers 
1188, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	 Terry-Ann Craigie, 2008.
 "Effects of Paternal Presence and Family Stability on Child Cognitive Performance,"
Working Papers 
1015, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	  Kelly Musick & Katherine Michelmore, 2018.
"Cross-National Comparisons of Union Stability in Cohabiting and Married Families With Children,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 55(4), pages 1389-1421, August.

	 Lawrence M. Berger & Sara S. McLanahan, 2011.
 "Child Wellbeing in Two-Parent Families: How Do Characteristics and Relationships Matter?,"
Working Papers 
1322, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	  Maureen R. Waller, 2009.
"Family Man in the Other America: New Opportunities, Motivations, and Supports for Paternal Caregiving,"
The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, , vol. 624(1), pages 156-176, July.

	 Chan, Kwok Ho & Fung, Ka Wai Terence, 2013.
 "The Effect of Social Fathers on the Cognitive Skills of Out-of-Wedlock Children,"
MPRA Paper 
52875, University Library of Munich, Germany.

	  Gerald Eric Daniels & Venoo Kakar & Anoshua Chaudhuri, 2017.
"Racial Differences in Transitions to Marriage for Unmarried Mothers,"
Journal of Family and Economic Issues, Springer, vol. 38(3), pages 370-389, September.

	 Audrey N. Beck & Carey E. Cooper & Sara S. McLanahan & Jeanne Brooks-Gunn, 2009.
 "Relationship Transitions and Maternal Parenting,"
Working Papers 
1131, Princeton University, School of Public and International Affairs, Center for Research on Child Wellbeing..

	  Kristin Turney & Sarah Halpern-Meekin, 2017.
"Parenting in On/Off Relationships: The Link Between Relationship Churning and Father Involvement,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 54(3), pages 861-886, June.

	  Laura Tach & Kathryn Edin, 2013.
"The Compositional and Institutional Sources of Union Dissolution for Married and Unmarried Parents in the United States,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 50(5), pages 1789-1818, October.

	  Cynthia Osborne & Lawrence Berger & Katherine Magnuson, 2012.
"Family Structure Transitions and Changes in Maternal Resources and Well-being,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 49(1), pages 23-47, February.

	  Kwok Chan & Ka Fung & Ender Demir, 2015.
"The health and behavioral outcomes of out-of-wedlock children from families of social fathers,"
Review of Economics of the Household, Springer, vol. 13(2), pages 385-411, June.

	  R. Kelly Raley & Inbar Weiss & Robert Reynolds & Shannon E. Cavanagh, 2019.
"Estimating Children’s Household Instability Between Birth and Age 18 Using Longitudinal Household Roster Data,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 56(5), pages 1957-1973, October.

	 Julia Alamillo, "undated".
 "Family Structure and Reproduction of Inequality: A Decomposition Approach,"
Mathematica Policy Research Reports 
848d4b9e0bd14c8191ed1277b, Mathematica Policy Research.

	  Robert Crosnoe & Kate Prickett & Chelsea Smith & Shannon Cavanagh, 2014.
"Changes in Young Children’s Family Structures and Child Care Arrangements,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 51(2), pages 459-483, April.

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp11-14-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	repec:pri:crcwel:wp09-13-ff is not listed on IDEAS

	  Sharon H. Bzostek & Lawrence M. Berger, 2017.
"Family Structure Experiences and Child Socioemotional Development During the First Nine Years of Life: Examining Heterogeneity by Family Structure at Birth,"
Demography, Springer;Population Association of America (PAA), vol. 54(2), pages 513-540, April.






  
     More about this item
  Keywords
 family changes;  parental investment;  disadvantage families;  father engagement; 
All these keywords.
JEL classification:

 	D60 - Microeconomics - - Welfare Economics - - - General
	H31 - Public Economics - - Fiscal Policies and Behavior of Economic Agents - - - Household
	I00 - Health, Education, and Welfare - - General - - - General
	J15 - Labor and Demographic Economics - - Demographic Economics - - - Economics of Minorities, Races, Indigenous Peoples, and Immigrants; Non-labor Discrimination
	J00 - Labor and Demographic Economics - - General - - - General



Statistics

 Access and download statistics




 
    Corrections

    All material on this site has been provided by the respective publishers and authors. You can help correct errors and omissions. When requesting a correction, please mention this item's handle: RePEc:pri:crcwel:wp10-13-ff.pdf. See general information about how to correct material in RePEc.
      

      If you have authored this item and are not yet registered with RePEc, we encourage you to do it here. This allows to link your profile to this item. It also allows you to accept potential citations to this item that we are uncertain about.
      
If CitEc  recognized a bibliographic reference but did not link an item in RePEc to it, you can help with this form .

      If you know of missing items citing this one, you can help us creating those links by adding the relevant references in the same way as above, for each refering item. If you are a registered author of this item, you may also want to check the "citations" tab in your RePEc Author Service profile, as there may be some citations waiting for confirmation.
      

        For technical questions regarding this item, or to correct its authors, title, abstract, bibliographic or download information, contact: Bobray Bordelon (email available below). General contact details of provider: https://edirc.repec.org/data/ccprius.html .







          
      

      





      Please note that corrections may take a couple of weeks to filter through
      the various RePEc services.








  
    More services and features

    
      
        
          MyIDEAS

          Follow serials, authors, keywords & more

        
        
          Author registration

          Public profiles for Economics researchers

        
        
          Rankings

          Various research rankings in Economics

        
        
          RePEc Genealogy

          Who was a student of whom, using RePEc

        
        
          RePEc Biblio

          Curated articles & papers on economics topics

        
      

      
        
          MPRA  

          Upload your paper to be listed on RePEc and IDEAS

        
        
          New papers by email 

          Subscribe to new additions to RePEc

        
        
          EconAcademics

          Blog aggregator for economics research

        
        
          Plagiarism

          Cases of plagiarism in Economics

        
      

      

    

    
      About RePEc

      
        
	  RePEc home 

	  Initiative for open bibliographies in Economics

	
        
          Blog 

          News about RePEc

	
        
          Help/FAQ 

          Questions about IDEAS and RePEc

	
        
          RePEc team

          RePEc volunteers

	
        
          Participating archives

          Publishers indexing in RePEc

	
        
          Privacy statement 

	
      

    

    
      Help us

      
        
          Corrections

          Found an error or omission?

	
        
          Volunteers

          Opportunities to help RePEc

	
        
          Get papers listed

          Have your research listed on RePEc

	
        
          Open a RePEc archive

          Have your institution's/publisher's output listed on RePEc

	
	
          Get RePEc data

          Use data assembled by RePEc

	
      

    




  
    
      IDEAS is a RePEc  service. RePEc uses bibliographic data supplied by the respective publishers.
    

  

  
  


















